A  N 


HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 


O  F  T  H  E 


Origin,  Progrefs,  and  Prefent  State 


O  F 


BETHLEM  HOSPITAL 


9 


Founded  by  Henry  the  Eighth, 


FOR  THE 


Cure  of  Lunatics, 


AND 

Enlarged  by  fubfequent  Benefa&ors,  for  the  Reception  and  Maintenance 


o  F 


INCURABLES. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED  IN  the  YEAR, 


A 


M.  DCC.  LXXXIII. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL 


BRASS  CROSBY,  Efq;  Alderman,  President; 

THE  WORSHIPFUL 

RICHARD  CLARK,  Efq;  Alderman,  Treasurer; 
HENRY  CRANKE,  Efq;  Auditor-General; 

AND  THE 

GOVER  NORS 

#  f  f  |  \  y  9  .  {  '  J.  I 

OF  THE 

H  ospitals  of  Bridewell  and  Bethlem, 

.  ■  ,  r  ,  |  io 

THE  FOLLOWING  ACCOUNT  OF  A  CHARITY  WHICH 
THEY  CONDUCT  WITH  NO  LESS  HONOUR  TO  THEM¬ 
SELVES  THAN  BENEFIT  TO  THE  PUBLIC  IS  RESPECT¬ 
FULLY  INSCRIBED  BY 
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BRIDEWELL  HOSPITAL. 

iuly  10.  178,.  AND  DEVOTED  SERVANT 


THOMAS  BOWEN, 
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BRIDEWELL  and  BETHLEMf  At  a  COURT  held  at  the  faid  Hofpi- 
HOSPITALS,  LONDON.  |  tal  of  BRIDEWELL,  on  Wednejday 

l  the  30th  Day  of  Afrit,  1783; 

'  ,  -  *  .  i 

Resolved  unanimovrfly,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  COURT,  be 
given  to  the  Reverend  THOMAS  BOWEN,  for  his  Hiftorical  Account 
of  BETHLEM  HOSPITAL;  and  ordered,  that  the  fame  be  printed 
and  diftributed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  tend  moil  effectually  to 
promote  the  Interefts  of  that  excellent  Charity. 

JOHN  WOODHOUSE,  Clerk. 
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Origin,  Progrefs,  and  Prefent  State 

.  OF 

!  *  .  .t  .  J.  I  ‘  •  A  *•  A 

BETHLEM  HOSPITAL. 


THOSE  ancient  foundations,  which  have  been  eftabliffied 
in  the  city  of  London  by  the  munificence  of  our  monarchs, 

for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  diseased  poor,  have  always 

.  $ 

been  confidered  as  objedls  worthy  of  public  fupport.  The  care  of  indi¬ 
gent  lunatics  is  attended  with  peculiar  difficulties,  and,  as  much  im¬ 
mediate  evil  muft  arife  from  the  negledl  of  them,  the  community  cannot 
but  be  nearly  interefted  in  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  thofe  places 
which  are  provided  for  their  reception.  It  may  not  therefore  be 
thought  improper  to  give  fome  account  of  the  origin,  progrefs,  and 
prefent  ftate  of  Bethlem  Hofpital. 

B 


The 
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The  hospital  of  Bethlem  owes  it’s  name,  and  original  efta- 
blifhment  to  the  piety  of  a  citizen  of  London.  In  the  year 
1247,  in  the  39th  of  Henry  the  third,  Simon  Fitz  Mary,  who  had 
been  fheriff,  influenced  by  the  prevailing  fuperftition  of  the  age,  was 
defirous  to  found  a  religious  houfe.  Accordingly,  he  appropriated  by 
a  deed  of  gift,  which  is  ftill  extant,  all  his  lands  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  Botolph  without  Bishqpsgate,  being  the  fpot  now  known  by 
the  name  of  Old  Bethlem,  to  the  foundation  of  a  priory.  The 
prior,  canons,  brethren  and  lifters,  for  whofe  maintenance  he  pro¬ 
vided,  were  diftinguifhed  by  a  ftar  upon  their  mantles,  and  were  ef- 
pecially  directed  to  receive  and  entertain  the  Bishop  of  St.  Mary 
of  Bethlehem,  and  the  canons,  brothers,  and  meffengers  of  that 
their  mother  church,  as  often  as  they  might  come  to  England.  Such 
was  the  original  defign  of  this  foundation,  a  defign  as  far  ftiort  of 
the  ufes  to  which  it  has  been  fince  converted,  as  the  contracted  views 
of  monkifh  hofpitality  are  exceeded  by  the  more  enlarged  fpirit  of 
PROTESTANT  BENEVOLENCE. 


We  hear  but  little  more  of  this  houfe  for  the  fpace  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  years.  When  the  vaft  fabric  of  papal  fuperftition  in  England 
began  to  totter,  and  the  votaries  of  Rome  were  expelled  from  their 
ancient  retirements,  it  was  feized  by  Henry  the  eighth,  who,  in 
the  year  1547,  granted  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem,  with  all  it’s  revenues, 
to  the  mayor,  commonalty,  and  citizens  of  London,  from  which  time 
it  became  an  hospital  for  the  cure  of  lunatics. 

It 
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It  is  moft  probable  that  the  city  of  London  had  felt  great  in* 
convenience  from  the  want  of  a  proper  receptacle  for  thofe  unhappy 
objedts,  who  were  affli&ed  by  the  moft  deplorable  malady  incident 
to  the  human  frame.  The  retired  lituation  of  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem, 
and  it’s  contiguity  to  the  city  pointed  it  out  as  a  fit  place  for  the 
defir ed  purpofe.  Accordingly,  we  find  from  authentic  documents,, 
that,  in  the  year  1523,  Stephen  Gennings,  merchant-taylor,  gave  forty 
pounds  by  will  towards  the  purchafe  of  this  hofpital,  and,  that  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  had  taken  fome  fteps  to  procure  it,  a  very 
Ihort  time  before  they  derived  their  right  to  it  from  royal  munifi¬ 
cence.  What  were  the  revenues  which  it  then  enjoyed  does  not  now 
appear :  it  is  certain,  they  were  inadequate  to  the  neceflities  which 
they  were  intended  to  remedy ;  for,  five  years  after  the  royal  grant 
had  pafled,  letters  patent  were  iffued  to  John  Whitehead,  prodtor 
to  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem,  to  folicit  donations  within  the  counties  of 
Lincoln  and  Cambridge,  the  city  of  London,  and  the  ifle  of  Ely* 


In  the  infant  ftate  of  this  charity,  no  other  provilion  was  made 
for  the  unfortunate  patient,  befides  confinement  and  medical  relief. 
His  friends,  if  they  had  ability,  or  the  parifh,  of  which  the  wretched 
lunatic  was  an  inhabitant,  were  obliged  to  contribute  to  his  fupport. 
It  remained  for  the  judicious  benevolence  of  fucceeding  times  to 
improve  the  good  work,  and  to  fupply  that  comfortable  fubfiftence,. 
and  tender  care,  which,  through  the  blefifing  of  the  divine  providence, 
have  reftored  fo  many  diftradled  objects-  to  their  families,  and  to 
fociety. 


Them 
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There  is  no  account  of  donations  received  before  the  year  1632. 
They  were  not,  for  fome  time,  confiderable,  but  the  manifeft  utility  of 
the  inftitution,  and  perhaps  the  detriment  which  the  public  fuffered,  foon 
induced  them  to  attend  to  the  fecurity  of  tliofe  members,  who, 
through  the  vifitation  of  God,  were  become  dangerous  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Accordingly,  the  growing  charity  was  cherifhed  not  only  by  ci¬ 
tizens,  upon  whofe  notice  it  more  immediately  prefled,  but  by  others 
who  had  judgment  to  felect  proper  objects  of  their  attention,  and 
ability  to  afiift  them.  And  here  the  mind,  which  rejoices  to  indulge 
the  pleafing  fenfations  of  benevolence,  cannot  but  feel  the  warmed 
glow,  when  it  perceives  how  much  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem  has  been 
indebted  to  fecret,  unknown  benefactors.  Private  charity  may  hot 

perhaps  excite  and  animate  others  fo  much  as  public  benefa&ions, 

* 

but  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  recommendation  of  the  inftitution  which  it 
favors.  He  who  conceals  his  good  deeds  cannot  poffibly  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  any  other  than  the  pureft  motives :  it  is  the  merits  of 
the  objects  only  that  he  regards;  thefe  he  weighs  well  before  he 
gives  his  alms,  and  he  is  feldom  miftaken  in  their  application. 


About  the  year  1644,  it  was  under  confideration  to  enlarge  the 
old  hospital;  but  the  fituation  was  too  clofe  and  confined  to 
allow  of  its  being  rendered  a  commodious  afylum  for  the  numerous 
;  diftracted  perfons  of  both  fexes  that  claimed  it’s  protection,  and  pro¬ 
bably  the  dreadful  commotions  of  that  period  checked  the  idea  of 
improvement.  When  peace  and  legal  government  were  reftored,  and 
England  had  reft  from  the  violence  with  which  it  had  been  con- 
vulfed,  the  concerns  of  civil  fociety  were  again  attended  to,  and  it 
became  a  matter  of  ferious  deliberation  to  build  a  new  hospital. 


In 
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In  April  1675  this  great  work  was  begun.  The  lord-mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  common-council  of  the  city  of  London,  allotted  to  the 
governors  a  large  piece  of  ground  near  Lon don-Wall,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  lower  quarter  of  Moorfields,  where  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem 
now  ftands.  The  expedition,  with  which  this  ftately  fabric  was  com¬ 
pleted,  challenges  our  admiration.  For,  from  an  infcription  over  the 
arch  facing  the  entrance  into  the  hofpital,  it  appears  that  it  was 
finifhed  in  July,  in  the  following  year.  So  a6tive  was  the  zeal  that 
quickened  the  growth  of  this  noble  ftrudture !  The  generofity  of  the 
contributors  muft  have  been  equal  to  their  attention,  for  the  charge 
of  the  building  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than  £1.7,000.  And 
inever,  it  may  be  truly  alTerted,  were  expence  and  trouble  better  be- 
jftowed :  the  hofpital  of  Bethlem  fkmds  an  illuffrious  monument  of 
Britifh  charity ;  and,  whether  we  confider  the  becoming  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  building,  the  commodious  arrangement  of  the  interior 
apartments,  or  the  effectual  relief  which  it  reaches  out  to  the  poor 
abjefts  whom  it  ftielters,  we  may  fafely  pronounce,  that  it  is  not  to 
be  parallelled  in  the  whole  world.  ^ 

C  ,  Ap  .  In 

*  The  defign  of  the  building  was  taken  from  the  Chateau  de  fuilleries^aS»ii«£Biii«*r  Louis 
>QV.  it  is  faid,  was  fo  much  offended  that  his  palace  fhould  be  made  a  model  for  an  hofpital, 
hat,  in  revenge,  he  ordered  a  plan  of  St.  James’s  to  be  taken  for  offices  of  a  very  inferior 
ature.  The  figures  of  the  two  lunatics  over  the  gates  of  the  hofpital,  an  engraving  of  which  is  pre- 
xed  to  this  account,  were  the  work  of  Cibber,  the  father  of  the  comedian.  “  My  father 
f  Caius  Gabriel  Cibber  was  a  native  of  Holftein,  who  came  into  England,  fome  time  before 
r  the  reft  oration  of  king  Charles  II.  to  follow  his  profeffion,  which  was  that  of  a  ftatuary.  The 
r  baffo 'relievo  on  the  pedeftal  of  the  great  column  in  the  city,  and  the  two  figures  of  the 
lunatics,  the  Raving,  and  the  Melancholy,  over  the  gates  of  Bethlem  hofpital,  are  no  ill 
'  monuments  of  his  fame  as  an  artift.”  Cibber  s  Apology  for  his  own  Life . 

There  is  a  tradition  that  the  perfon  represented  by  the  figure  of  the  melancholy  lunatic,  was 
;>rter  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 
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In  the  clofe  limits  within  which  the  old  hofpital  was  confined,  itr 
was  impracticable  to  refer ve  room  for  thofe  forlorn  beings,  of  whofe 
return  to  the  comforts  of  a  found  mind  there  were  no  hopes.  The 
increafing  multitude  of  curable  objeCts  juftly  demanded  admittance 
nor  did  it  feem  reafonable  that  they  fliould  be  excluded  from  the 
profpeCt  of  enjoying  a  blefifing  which  the  former  could  not  attain.. 


When  the  new  house  was  ereCted,  it  was  hoped  that  fome  provi- 
lion  might  be  made  for  fuch  as  were  deemed  incurable,  and  at  the 


fame  time  dangerous  to  the  public.  But  the  great  influx  of  infanc 


perfons,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  into  the  hofpital,  fruftratedl 
thefe  expeditions,  and  gaye  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  few,  if  any,  of 
Its  numerous  apartments,  would,  at  any  time,  be  vacant.  It  was- 
therefore  found  neceflary  to  enlarge  the  building ;  a  particular  fub^f 
feription  was  fet  on  foot  for  the  purpofe,  and,  in  the  year  1734,  two 
wings  were  added  to  the  hofpital.  This  addition  of  room  has  enabled! 
the  governors,.  in  fome  degree,,  to  anfwer  the  willies  of  the  public  * 
and  there  are  now  maintained  one  hundred  incurable  patients, 
fifty  of  each  fex,  who  enjoy  every,  advantage  which  their  deplora¬ 
ble  ftate^can  admit..  The  number  of  patients  in  the  houfe,  who  are 
>°fed  capable  of  being  relieved,  commonly  amounts  to  about  o-nr 
hundred  and  seventy,  and  of  thefe,.  it  has  been  found  upon  an 
average,  that  nearly  two  out  of  three  are  reftored  to  their  underflanding. 
To  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  have  the  liberal  benefactions  of  the  well- 
difpofed  (for  it  is  by  benefactions  that  the  deficient  revenues  of  this 
hofpital  have  been,  and  muft  be  flip  plied)  advanced  this  noble  infti- 
tution  !  And-  fuch  is  the  folid  and  fubfiantial  good,  which  it  derives 
to  individuals  and  to  the  community  L 

Bu's 
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But  while  the  benevolent  heart  feels  a  fenfible  joy  in  reflecting 
upon  the  load  of  human  wretchednefs  that  is  lightened  by  the  ac¬ 
commodations  of  this  friendly  manfion,  it  cannot  but  exprefs  a  wifh, 
that  the  benefits  of  the  hofpital  might  be  rendered  more  extenfive* 
It  is  an  object  much  to  be  defired,  that  the  many  diftraCled  perfons, 
whofe  diforder  no*  medicine  can  reach,  might  continue  to  find  pree¬ 
lection  within  tliefe  walls,  and  not  be  returned  to  their  friends,  a 
burthen,  very  often  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear.  The  number  of 
incurables,  which  the  hofpital  can  at  prefent  contain,  is  fmall,  when 
compared  with  thofe  who  wait  their  turn  of  admiffion.  Perhaps  it 
would  not  be  fnppofed  that  there  are  generally  more  than  two 
hundred  upon  what  is  called  the  incurable  lift  and,  as  inftances 
of  longevity  are  frequent  in  infane  perfons,  it  commonly  happens 

,  fc  jS '  •  <  *  / 

that  the  expe&ants  are  obliged  to  wait  fix  or  feven  years,,  after 
their  difmiffion  from  the  hofpital,  before  they  can  be  again  received. 
During  this  long  interval,  they  muft  be  fupported  either  by  their 
refpeClive  friends,  or  parifhes.  The  expence  of  maintaining  and  pn> 
perly  fecuring  them  far  exceeds  the  allowance  that  is  ufually  made 
for  paupers  j  and  in  middling,  life,  where  the  feelings  of  a  worthy  fcn 
or  hufband  revolt  at  the  idea  of  a  near  relation  becoming  an  objeeft 
of  parochial  alms,  the  diflrefs  and  difficulties  of  the  lunatic’s  unhappy 
friends  muft  be  greatly  aggravated.  Befides,  for  want  of  due  care 

and. 

„  * 

•  When  a  patient,  after  fufficient  trial,  is  judged  incurable,  Ke  is  difmiffed  from  the  hof¬ 
pital,  and  if  he  is  pronounced  -  dangerous  either  to  himfelf  or  others,  his  name  is  entered  into 
a  book,  that  he  may  be  received  in  turn  among  the  incurables  maintained  in  the  houfe,, 
whenever  a.  vacancy  (hall  happen.. 
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and  fecurity,  accidents,  far  too  fhocking  to  be  related,  have  fome- 
times  happened.  * 

These  mamfeft  evils,  that  arife  from  the  want  of  a  proper  pro 
vilion  for  fo  great  a  number  of  incurable  patients,  have  induced  many 
benevolent  perfons  to  wifh,  that,  the  hofpital  might  be  enlarged. 
Indeed,  many  have  appropriated  their  benefactions  folely  to  the 
incurables ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  others  will  forward  and  complete 

their  good  intentions.  True  policy  mull  join  with  humanity  in  the 

v  / 

wifh,  that,  this  may  not  any  longer  be,  what  at  prefent  it  is,  almoft 
the  only  branch  of  charity  in  this  great  city  that  wants  a  fufficient 
eftablifhment.  Befides,  there  feems  a  peculiar  degree  of  generofity 
in  affifting  thofe  who  muft  burthen,  but  can  never  benefit  fociety, 
and  who,  fo  far  from  recompenfing,  cannot  even  feel  the  leaf!  gra¬ 
titude  to  their,  benefactors,  f 

The 

*  There  are  now  in  Bethlem  hofpital  two  patients  \vh®  have  committed  deeds  of  the  molt 
horrid  kind. 

*}•  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  rectify  a  miflaken  notion  that  has  gone  forth  into  the 
world.  It  has  been  prefumed  by  many,  that  the  hofpitals  of  Bethlem,  and  St.  Luke  are 
eonnedled :  the  latter,  it  has  been  thought,  is  appointed  for  the  reception  of  incurables  difcharged 
by  the  former  ;  and  fo  prevalent  has  been  this  opinion,  that  the  fteward  of  Bethlem  hofpital  has 
often  received  letters  from  perfons  of  education  and  credit,  who  were  interefted  for  patients 
difcharged  incurable,  defiring  to  know,  when  they  would  be  Jent  to  St.  Luke's.  How  fuch  an  idea 
could  have  obtained,  except  from  the  nearnefs  of  their  (ituation  to  each  other,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fay  ;  certain  it  is,  that  it  has  not  the  leaft  foundation  in  truth.  Both  hofpitals  are  engaged  in  the 
fame  good  work,  have  the  fame  obje£l  in  view,  the  reftoration  of  reafon  to  the  diftrafted  ;  and 
both  admit  a  limited  number  of  incurables;  but  the  governors,  officers  apd  funds  of 
each  charity  are  totally  separate  and  distinct. 
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The  conduct  and  management  of  this  hofpital  is  more  im¬ 
mediately  intrufted  to  a  committee  of  forty-two  governors,  feven 
of  whom,  together  with  the  treafurer,  phylician,  and  other  officers, 
attend  every  Saturday,  in  monthly  rotation,  for  the  admiffion  of  pati¬ 
ents,  and  for  the  regulation  of  fuch  other  matters,  as  may  concern 
the  eafe,  welfare,  and  convenience,  of  fo  large  a  family.  And,  as 
the  committee  is  open  to  every  governor,  it  receives  all  the  benefit 
which  it  can  derive  from  the  prudence  and  information  of  perfons 
of  different  habits  of  life,  refpediable  citizens  who  are  engaged  in, 
or  have  retired  from  bufinefs,  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profeffion, 
and  others  of  independent  fortune,  whofe  leifure  or  benevolence  may 
lead  them  to  attend. 


As  foon  as  the  lunatic  is  judged  a  fit  objedl  for  this  charity,  he 
is  delivered  to  the  fteward,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  phyfician, 
afifigns  him  fuch  a  degree  of  care  and  confinement  as  his  cafe  may 
require.  The  wards  are  fpacious  and  airy,#  and  the  convenience  of 
the  apartments  allotted  to  each  unhappy  individual,  together  with  the 
order,  decency,  and  cleanlinefs  that  are  confpicuous  through  the  whole 
houfe,  cannot  but  ftrike  the  curious  and  charitable  vifitant:  and,  though 
the  various  fpeftacles  of  wretchednefs,  which  there  prefent  themfelves, 
muff  agitate  the  mind  that  feels  for  the  woes  of  humanity,  the  pain, 
which  they  occafion,  will  rarely  fail  of  being  mitigated  by  the  view 
of  that  relief  which  is  adminiftered  to  the  wretched. 

D  It 


'*  The  length  of  each  ward  or  gallery  is  321  feet,  the  width  16  feet  2  inches,  and  the  heigtb 
3  3  feet*  There  are  275  cells,  each  of  which  meafures  12  feet  6  inches  by  8  feet. 
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It  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  aflfert,  that  the  unhappy  patients  enjoy 
the  ableft  medical  affiftance  adminiftered  with  the  greateft  humanity.* * * § 
The  provifions  of  the  hofpital,  the  vegetables,  milk,  beer,  &c.  are  all 
excellent  in  their  kind: f  they  are  carefully  infpedled  by  the  fteward,f 
who  is  refident,  and  frequently  viewed  by  gentlemen  of  the  committee* 

But  perhaps  an  explanation  of  the  regular  plan  of  diet,  eftablifhed 
in  this  numerous  houlhold,  may  not  prove  unacceptable  to  thofe  who 
deem  no  particulars  trivial  or  uninterefting,  that  tend  to  alleviate  human 
diftrefs.  The  conftant  breakfaft  allotted  the  patients  throughout  the 
year,  is  water-gruel,  with  bread,  butter  and  fait.  They  have  meat 
for  dinner  three  days  in  a  week.  Beef  is  the  Sunday’s  fare;  mut¬ 
ton  is  their  Tuefday’s  dinner,  and  they  have  veal  on  Thurfdays, 
but  the  Iaft  only  from  Lady-Day  to  Michaelmas;  during  the  win¬ 
ter  months,  mutton  or  pork  is  fubftituted  in  it’s  place.  They  have 
alfb  a  fufficient  quantity  of  broth ;  and  that  every  indulgence,  which 
(Economy  permits,  may  be  given  to  the  poor  patients,  on  the  meat 
days  one  gallery  §  is  always  gratified  with  roaft  meat.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  folid  meat,  befides  vegetables  and  a  pint  of  fmall  beer; 
allowed  each  individual,  is  eight  ounces.  On  the  days  in  which  they 
have  no  meat,  and  which  are  called  banyan  days,  they  have  milk- 

pot- 

*  The  phyfieian  to  the  hofpital  is  Dr.  Monro,  and  the  furgeon,  Mr.  Richard  Crowther. 

T  The  committee  have  lately  allowed  vegetables  and  a  better  fort  of  fmall  beer.  This  libera¬ 
lity  has  produced  the  moft  falutary  effects  upon  the  general  health  of  the  patients,  as  the  medical 
officers  have  obferved,  that  the  patients  have  not  been  fince  fo  much  affii&ed  with  fcurvy, .  ef¬ 
fluxes  as  formerly. 

J  Mr  Henry  White. 

§  The  houfe  is  divided  into  five. 
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pottage  or  rice-milk,  with  bread  and  cheefe.  Their  conftant  flip¬ 
per  is  bread  and  cheefe,  with  a  pint  of  fmall  beer;  and  twelve  out 
of  each  gallery,  in  their  turn,  have  butter  if  they  prefer  iu 

The  cells  are  vifited  early  every  morning  by  the  fervants  of  the 
houfe :  thefe  make  their  report  to  the  apothecary,  *  who  goes  round 
about  eight  o’clock  to  infpedt  them  himfelf,  and  to  give  fueh  orders* 
and  direftions  as  may  be  neceflary.  The  phyfician  vifits  the  hofpr- 
tal  three  days  in  a  week.  There  are  certain  days  fixed  for  the  proper 
medical  operations;  and  the  cold,  or  hot  bath  is  ufed  in  thofe  cafes 
where  it  is  judged  to  be  falutary.  Every  patient  is  indulged  with 
that  degree  of  liberty  which  is  found  confident  with  his  own,  and 
the  general  fafety.  In  the  winter  there  are  certain  rooms  with  com¬ 
fortable  fireFy'f*  where  thofe,  who  are  in  a  convalefcent  ftate,  meet 
and  afiociate  ;  and  in  the  fummer,  they  walk  in  the  large  adjoining 
court-yards,  and  fometimes  amufe  themfelves  with  fuch  diverfions  as 
are  deemed  not  improper  to  quiet  their  fpirits,  and  eompofe  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  their  minds.  The  hofpital  ufed  formerly  to  derive  a  revenue,, 
of  at  leaf:  £400  a  year,  from  the  indifcriminate  admiflion  of  vifitants,. 
whom,  very  often,  an  idle  and  wanton  curiofity  drew  to  thefe  regi¬ 
ons  of  diftrefs.  But  this  liberty,  though  beneficial  to  the  funds  of  the 
charity,  was  thought  to  counteract  it’s  grand  defign,  as  it  tended  to 
difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  patients.  It  was  therefore  judged  pn> 
per,  in  the  year  177 o,  no  longer  to  expofe  the  houfe  to  public  view;' 
and  now,  it  is  fcarce  ever  open  to  ftrangers,  unlefs  they  are  intro¬ 
duced^ 

\ 

*  Mr.  John  Gozna  :  he  has  apartments  In  the  hofpital1,  and  is  conflantly  reiident, 

■fc  Thefe  co  prevent  mifchief,  are  defended  by  large  guard-irons* 
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duced  by  a  particular  order.  The  friends  of  the  poor  obje&s  have 
a  limited  accefs  to  them.  At  the  admiffion  of  a  patient,  a  ticket  is 
delivered,  which  authorizes  the  bearer  of  it  to  come  to  the  hofpital, 
on  Mondays  and  Wednefdays,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve. 
And  here,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  contradi6l  a  moll  injurious  notion, 
that  has  been  adopted,  chiefly  indeed  by  that  clafs  of  people,  who 
are  mo  ft  prone  to  form  prejudices  againft  eleemofynary  inftitutions, 
which  is,  that  the  patients  in  Bethlem  hofpital  are  beaten,  and  in  other  re- 
fpedls  ill  treated,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  fubmit  to  the  neceffary  ope¬ 
rations.  This  idea  is  abfolutely  erroneous.  No  fervant  is  allowed  fo 
wanton  an  abufe  of  the  authority  that  is  given  him;  and  it  is  ftridtly  en¬ 
joined,  that,  a  patient  lhall  never  be  ftruck,  except  in  cafes  of  felf-de- 
fence.  Indeed  it  is  notorious,  that,  the  members  of  this  family  are  re¬ 
garded  with  that  lenity  which  their  fituation  claims.  If  the  known  hu¬ 
manity  and  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  houfe  were  not  itfelf  a  fuffici- 
ent  fecurity  for  their  being  well  treated,  the  frequent  infpedb’on  which 
the  hofpital  undergoes  from  a  large  proportion  of  the  governors,  who, 
at  different  times,  ferve  upon  the  Bethlem  committee,  would  at  once 
invalidate  the  fufpicion  that  has  been  mentioned.  In  fhort,  fuch  is  the 
comfortable  fubfiftence,  kind  treatment,  and  able  medical  aid,  which 
the  patients  here  meet  with,  that  many,  who  are  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  conduct  of  the  houfe,  have  declared,  that  if  ever  God  ffiould 
be  pleafed  to  vifit  them  with  infanity,  Bethlem  hospital  is  the  place, 
into  which  they  would  wiffi  to  be  admitted.*  . 

The 

*  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  patients  themfelves  are  often  known  to  prefer  Bethlem  to 
private  mad-houfes. 


E  l3  1 

The  admission  of  patients  into  Bcthlcm  hofpital  is  attend¬ 
ed  with  very  little  difficulty.  It  is  firft  neceflltry  to  confider,  whether 
the  cafe  of  the  fuppofed  lunatic  includes  any  of  thofe  circum  fiances 
which  the  prudence  of  the  hofpital  regards  as  objections  to  admiffi- 
on.  Thefe  are  few  in  number;  and  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of 
them  will  be  eafily  allowed.  Mopes,  perfons  afffided  with  the  palfy, 
or  fubjeft  to  convullive  or  epileptic  fits,  and  fuch  as  are  become 
weak  through  age,  or  long  illnefs,  are  excluded.  Obje&s  of  this  deferip- 
tion,  it  is  prefumed,  may  be  fufficiently  protected  and  fecured  by  their 
friends,  01  in  a  parifh  workhoufe.  It  is  peculiarly  deferving  notice 
that  no  perfon  is  confidered  as  difqualified  for  admiffion  here,  who 
may  have  been  difcharged  uncured  from  any  other  lunatic  hofpital'. 
When  the  friends  of  a  lunatic  are  fatisfied  that  he  is  a  proper  object: 
of  the  charity,  and  the  petition  and  certificates  of  the  patient’s  legal 
parifh  fettlement  are  prepared,*  it  then  becomes  neceflary  to  procure 
a  governor’s  recommendation.  The  hofpital  alfo  requires,  that,  upon 
admiffion,  two  houfe-keepers  refiding  in  or  near  London,  fhall  enter 
into  a  bond  to  take  the  patient  away  when  difcharged  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  pay  the  expence  of  clothes,  and  of  burial  in  cafe  of 
death.  If  the  lunatic  is  font  by  a  parifh,  or  any  other  public  body, 
the  furo  of  three  pounds  four  fhillings  is  paid  for  bedding,  but  if  he 
is  placed  there  by  friends,  the  hofpital,  anxious  to  lighten  their 
burthen,  reduces  the  fum  to  two  pounds  five  fhillings  and  fix— 

1  E-  ~  pence 

*  The  forms  of  thefe  are  readily  obtained  by  an  application  at  Eethlem,  or  at  the  clerk's 

office  m  Bridewell  hofpital;  and  a  governor’s  recommendation  is  never  refufed  to  the  friends  of 
Proper  objeft. 


* 
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pence.*  It  is  expedted  that  the  patient  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
clothing;  in  failure  of  fuch  fupply,  the  hofpital  provides  proper  gar¬ 
ments  at  the  Ipweft  rate,  and  the  bondfmen  repay  the  expence. -j- 

►  V.  -  i  i  *  '  r.  ,■  •  V 

There  is  no  particular  time  limited  for  the  continuance  of  a  pa- 
dent  in  the  hofpital,  who  is  under  cure.  It  is  generally  feen  in  a 
twelvemonth,  whether  the  cafe  will  admit  relief;  and  fometimes  in 
a  few  months  health  and  reafon  are  reftored.  Nor  does  the  care  of 


the  governors  ceafe  when  the  recovered  lunatic  is  difmilTed  from  the 


hofpital.  At  the  time  of  difcharge,  he  is  interrogated  as  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  which  he  has  received,  and,  if  he  has  had  caufe  of  complaint, 
required  to  declare  it.  He  is  encouraged  to  apply  occafionally  to  the 
medical  officer,  who  gives  him  fuch  advice  and  medicines  as  are 
proper  to  prevent  a  relapfe,  and,  if  it  fhould  appear  that  his  circum- 
ftances  are  particularly  diftr  effing,  the  treafurer  and  phyfician  poffefs 
a  difcretionary  power  to  relieve  him  with  a  fmall  fum  of  money  at 
his  -departure.  Happy 


*  When  an  incurable  patient  is  finally  fettled  in  the  houfe,  the  fum  of  half  a  crown  per  week 
is  paid  to  the  hofpital  by  his  friends,  or  the  parilh  to  which  he  belongs. 

-f*  BETHLEM  HOSPITAL.  Ordered,  That  the  apparel  wanting  for  the  patients,  may  be  pro* 
vided  by  their  friends ;  but,  if  not  done,  the  fteward  (hall  furnilh  what  the  weekly  committee 
(hajl  order,  at  the  following  prices : 


For  M  e  n. 


A  coat  —  • — 

— 

— 

—  £o 

16 

6 

A  waiftcoat  -  — 

— 

— 

—  o 

.  6 

4 

A  pair  of  breeches 

— - 

— 

—  o 

9 

4 

A  fcirt 

. — 

—  o 

3 

1 1 

A  pair  of  (hoes  — 

— 

— 

—  p 

4 

6 

A  pair  of  dockings 

— 

— 

—  o 

2 

3 

A  cap  —  — 

— 

—  o 

I 

0 

A  blanket  gown  — 

— 

— 

—  o 

IO 

6 

A  ftrait  waiftcoat  — 

— 

— 

—  o 

13 

6 

Buckles  -  —  — 

O 

8 

For  Women. 

A  blanket  gown  -  —  —  —  io  6 


A  gown  and  petticoat  — 

—  —  0 

19 

0 

An  under  petticoat  — * 

—  —  0 

3 

3 

Afliift  —  —  — 

—  —  0 

3 

4 

A  pair  of  (hoes  — 

—  —  0 

3 

1 

A  pair  of  (lockings  — 

—  —  0 

1 

JO 

A  cap  —  —  —  — 

—  —  0 

1 

0 

A  handkerchief  —  — 

—  -r  O 

1 

3 

An  apron  —  —  — 

2 

2 

Buckles  -  —  —  — 

0 

8 
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Happy  is  it  for  the  individual,  for  his  friends,  and,  for  fociety, 
when  thus  the  divine  bleffing  gives  efficacy  to  the  means  ufed  for 
his  reftoration!  The  wiffies  of  the  benevolent  are  gratified,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  inftitution  is  fo  far  complete !  How  then  muft  we  la¬ 
ment  the  cafe  of  the  incurable  lunatic,  difmifled  from  the  protection 
to  which  he  had  been  accufiomed,  and  thrown  upon  his  diftrefled  un¬ 
fortunate  friends !  *  The  hopes  indeed  of  his  return  to  his  afylum  are 
not  entirely  cut  off,  but  the  profpe<t  of  it  is  too  remote  to  alleviate, 
in  any  degree,  prefent  fufFering.  A  long  period  muft  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  he  can  be  re-admitted.  In  the  mean  time  the  frantic  maniac,  and 
the  defponding  lunatic  muft  be  fecured  from  doing  violence  to  them- 
felves,  and  others.  The  loweft  annual  expence,  in  thofe  houfes  where 
parifti  objects  are  maintained,  exceeds  twenty  pounds :  where  the  for¬ 
lorn  being  is  fupported  by  his  friends,  the  expenditure  Icarce  ever 
falls  fihort  of  thirty.  The  feeling  and  confederate  mind,  that  can  judge 
of  the  ceconomy  which  is  requifite  in  humble  life,  and  knows  how  to 

[ 

eftimate  its  wants  and  neceftities,  will  eafily  calculate  the  weight  and 
effedl  of  fo  heavy  an  expence; — will  imagine  how  fevere  a  ftruggle 
it  muft  often  occafion  between  neceffity  and  pity,  between  natural 
affe&ion  and  the  pride  of  honeft  induftry,  which  is  fometimes  reduced, 
by  exertions  too  great  for  its  ability,  to  accept  itfelf  that  relief,  which 
it  had  blulhed  to  alk  for  the  deareft  relatives. 

How  glorious  then  would  be  the  work!  how  comprehenfive  the 
charity,  that  fhould  contribute  to  increafe  the  eftablifhment  for  incu¬ 
rable 

*  The  cafe  is  particularly  hard  when  the  patient,  as  it  often  happens,  is  font  to  London  from 
a  remote  county. 
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Table  lunatics !  The  good,  that  would  arlfe  from  the  improvement  of 
fo  excellent  an  inftitution,  is  certain  and  undoubted,  and  from  that 
a&ive  fpirit  of  humanity,  and  rational  benevolence  which  peculiarly 
adorns  the  Britifb  name,  we  may  hope,  that,  this  great  work  will  not 
be  left  defedive  and  incomplete.  The  government  of  the  royal  hof- 
pitals,  as  lately  eftablifbed  by  parliament,  affords  ample  fecurity  to  the 
charitable  benefador,  that  his  good  intentions  will  receive  their  accom- 
plifbment.*  The  wealthy  and  munificent  city  of  London,  affoci- 
ated  with  the  guardians  of  each  charity,  cherifhes  in  her  bofom,  and 
folders  with  her  care  thofe  endowments,  which  the  liberality  of  Henry, 
and  the  piety  of  Edward  committed  to  her  adminifiration.— 
That  this  happy  union  will  operate  to  the  relief  of  the  diftrefled 
poor,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  The  friends  of  the  hofpital  of  Beth- 
lem  form  the  mold  fanguine  expedations,  that  their  ability  to  alleviate 
the  greateld  of  all  human  calamities  will  be  enlarged  and  extended; 
they  hope  to  effed  the  purpofes  they  have  in  view,  and  entertain  full 
confidence,  that,  the  generous  alMance  of  the  opulent  and  the  good, 
will  enable  them,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  lessen  the  evils  oi 

HUMANITY. 

FINIS. 

*  A  conteft  had  long  fubfifted  between  the  common-council  of  the  city  of  London  and  the 
a&ing  governors  of  all  the  royal  hofpitals ;  the  former  claiming  a  right  to  be  admitted  govern¬ 
ors  in  virtue  of  the  feveral  royal  charters.  This  drfpute  has  been  happily  fettled  by  a  compro- 
mife  which  allows  the  admiflion  of  twelve  of  the  common-council  to  each  hofpital.  Application, 
was  made  to  parliament  in  1782,  and  a  bill  paffed,  which  fully  eftablilhes  this  agreement,  and 
the  friends  of  thefe  noble  charities  have  now  the  fatisfa&ion  to  be  allured  that  the  government  of 
them  is  fettled  in  a  mode  beft  calculated  to  promote  their  profperity* 


